
The East Africa Chamber of Commerce Does it Virtually:
The 15th Annual Trade & Investment Conference was a Success!

Keynote, Mr. Vimal Shah of Bidco Africa, opened the conference on day one with inspirational, honest 
insights about long-term investing in East Africa.

(October 7-9, 2020) The East Africa Chamber of Commerce (EACC), in collaboration with the 
Council of Governors of Kenya and the East African Business Council, hosted its 15th annual 
conference completely online last week. Though it was their first virtual event, the conference 
was abundant with panelists and attendees who were eager to discuss a variety of topics 
including sessions in Real Estate, Information Technology, Manufacturing, Agriculture, Energy, 
Education, Healthcare, Finance, Youth and Economic Empowerment, and the ever-growing 
Women Connecting Women.

High-level government and business leaders from various industries made virtual connections on 
Slack--the chosen platform for team building during the virtual conference. Between sessions, 
Board Members Immaculate Busingye and Laban Opande kept the conversations going in virtual 
breakrooms. Many panels highlighted the impact of the global pandemic. Fareed Zein, another 
board member, explained that the IT session he moderated was "well attended with discussions 
of digital transformation and the outlook post COVID-19. Tana Hicks agreed, as panelist from 
her Education session explored the difficulty of navigating education in the U.S. as a foreigner 
while dealing with a global pandemic and racism.

The Manufacturing panel was moderated by EABC's CEO Hon. Dr. Peter Mathuki and included 
the chairman of Bidco Africa, Mr. Vimal Shah, who invited U.S. attendees to invest with a long-
term attitude. Others on the panel included Dr. Bimal Kantaria, Mr. Johnny Thomas, and Mr. 
Allan Ssenyondwa, all filling the virtual space with great ideas on post-COVID-19 recovery. Mr. 
Thomas of Ventana Tek Inc. contributed to the pandemic recovery discussion with a rewarding 
possibility for the economy: a facility which manufactures and distributes affordable wind 
turbines.

In the Real Estate session, practical real world insights circulated, consisting of country-specific 
discussions on real estate investments, creating wealth and passive income, portfolio 
management, property management, as well as navigating risks after COVID-19. International 
players like the Tanzania Chamber of Commerce, Pearl Marina Estates, Avarts Housing Limited, 
as well as local U.S. companies such as Zuri Realty, Mabel Concept LLC, and BrillIant Silver 
were all in attendance.
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This was the first year the EACC celebrated the knowledge and essential contributions of young 
people. The Youth and Economic Empowerment session included students from the Univeristy 
of Texas at Dallas and other young professionals who emphasized accessibility to economic 
education and investment opportunities. Women Connecting Women celebrated its 5th year of 
success on the final day of the conference with a moving opening from Beth Plumlee and 
excellent moderation from Sonnie Muroki. Several women and men were in attendance, 
supporting the essential role women play in the workforce.

### 

The East Africa Chamber of Commerce was formed with the vision to advance the social and 

economic development relationship between businesses and governmental agencies of East 

Africa and the U.S. With the endorsement of the governments of East Africa, through their 

Washington embassies, the Chamber is seeking membership, partnership and affiliations that 

will enable it to meet its objectives of: (1) representing the emerging markets of its member 

countries, and (2) providing access to networking and consultation opportunities required for the 

success of business development and enhancement.  

For more information, visit www.eachamber.org. Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram 

at eachambertx or search East Africa Chamber of Commerce. 

https://twitter.com/eachamber?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/east-africa-chamber-of-commerce-671aa17b/
https://www.instagram.com/eachambertx/



